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MAJOR  SCALE  FORUMLA:   W-W-H- W -W-W-H

CIRCLE OF 5ths:  Count up 5 notes (1-2-3-4-5-6-7-1)

Key of C = No sharps or flats					     ·  C-D-E-F-G-A-B-C

Key of G = 1 sharp 	 (F#)					     ·  G-A-B-C-D-E-F#-G

Key of  D= 2 sharps 	 (F#, C#)				    ·  D-E-F-G-A-B-C-D

Key of  A= 3 sharps 	 (F#, C#, G#)				   ·  A-B-C#-D-E-F#-G#-A

Key of  E= 4 sharps 	 (F#, C#, G#, D#)			   ·  E-F#-G#-A-B-C#-D#-E		

Key of B= 5 sharps 	 (F#, C#, G#, D#, A#)		  ·  B-C#-D#-E-F#-G#-A#-B

Key of F#= 6 sharps 	 (F#, C#, G#, D#, A#, E#)		 ·  F#-G#-A#-B-C#-D#-E#-F#

Key of C#= 7 sharps	 (F#, C#, G#, D#, A#, E#, B#)	 ·  C#-D#-E#-F#-G#-A#-B#-C#

CIRCLE of 4ths: Count up 4 notes (1-2-3-4-5-6-7-1)

Key of C = No sharps or flats					     ·  C-D-E-F-G-A-B-C

Key of F= 1 flat 		  (Bb)					     ·  F-F-A-Bb-C-D-E-F

Key of  Bb= 2flats		 (Bb, Eb)				    · Bb-C-D-Eb-F-G-A-Bb

Key of  Eb= 3flats		  (Bb, Eb, Ab)				   · Eb-F-G-Ab-Bb-C-D-Eb

Key of  Ab=4 flats		 (Bb, Eb, Ab, Db)			   · Ab-Bb-C-Db-Eb-F-G-Ab

Key of Db= 5 flats		 (Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb)		  · Db-Eb-F-Gb-Ab-Bb-C-D

Key of Gb= 6 flats		 (Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb, Cb)		 · Gb-Ab-Bb-Cb-Db-Eb-F-Gb

Key of Cb = 7 flats	(Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb, Cb, Fb)	 · Cb-Db-Eb-Fb-Gb-Ab-Bb-Cb

3 Easy Keys:  	

C = No   sharps orr flats			   ·  C-D-E-F-G-A-B-C

C#  = ALL sharps				    ·  C#-D#-E#-F#-G#-A#-B#-C#					   

Cb = ALL flats				    · Cb-Db-Eb-Fb-Gb-Ab-Bb-Cb
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KEY SIGNATURE MEMORIZATION - SHARPS :

SHARP KEYS: 
Key of C = No sharps or flats					     ·  C-D-E-F-G-A-B-C

Key of G = 1 sharp 	 (F#)					     ·  G-A-B-C-D-E-F#-G
									             1  2  3  4  5  6  7

Key of  D= 2 sharps 	 (F#, C#)				    ·  D-E-F#-G-A-B-C#-D
									             1  2  3  4  5  6   7

Key of  A= 3 sharps 	 (F#, C#, G#)				   ·  A-B-C#-D-E-F#-G#-A
									            1  2  3    4  5  6     7

Key of  E= 4 sharps 	 (F#, C#, G#, D#)			   ·  E-F#-G#-A-B-C#-D#-E
									            1  2    3    4  5  6    7

Key of B= 5 sharps 	 (F#, C#, G#, D#, A#)		  ·  B-C#-D#-E-F#-G#-A#-B
									            1   2   3    4  5    6    7

Key of F#= 6 sharps 	 (F#, C#, G#, D#, A#, E#)		 ·  F#-G#-A#-B-C#-D#-E#-F#
									            1    2    3    4  5    6     7

Key of C#= 7 sharps	 (F#, C#, G#, D#, A#, E#, B#)	 ·  C#-D#-E#-F#-G#-A#-B#-C#
 									             1   2    3    4    5     6     7

7th note is
NEW  sharp

7th note is
NEW  sharp

7th note is
NEW  sharp

7th note is
NEW  sharp

7th note is
NEW  sharp

7th note is
NEW  sharp

7th note is
NEW  sharp

keep

keep keep

keep keep keep

keep keep keep keep

keep keep keep keep keep

keep keep keep keep keepkeep



Copyright  2011 • Pebber Brown • (909) 445-9000 • www.pbguitarstudio.com

MUSIC THEORY  BASICS   - Page 3

KEY SIGNATURE MEMORIZATION - SHARPS :

ORDER OF SHARPS:
Sharps follow in logical order:      F#   C#  G#  D#  A#  E#  B#  

They are written on the staff in EXACTLY the same order:

Key of C Key of G

# 
 F#   C#  G#  D#  A#  E#  B#  

Key of A

# # # 
 F#   C#  G#  D#  A#  E#  B#  

Key of D

# # 
 F#   C#  G#  D#  A#  E#  B#  

Practice!

Practice!



Copyright  2011 • Pebber Brown • (909) 445-9000 • www.pbguitarstudio.com

MUSIC THEORY  BASICS   - Page4

KEY SIGNATURE MEMORIZATION - SHARPS :

ORDER OF SHARPS:
Sharps follow in logical order:      F#   C#  G#  D#  A#  E#  B#  

They are written on the staff in EXACTLY the same order:

Key of E

 F#   C#  G#  D#  A#  E#  B#  

Key of F#

# # # 
 F#   C#  G#  D#  A#  E#  B#  

Key of B

# # 
 F#   C#  G#  D#  A#  E#  B#  

# # # 

# # # # 

# # # 

Practice!

Practice!

Practice!


